
MINUTES OF HAMILTON COUNTY COUNCIL, July 7, 2010 

GENERALIZED SUMMARY 

 
The Hamilton County Council met in a special work session at 6:11:46 p.m. for continued 
discussion on the 2011 Budgets. Those in attendance included Councilors Steve Schwartz, 
Judy Levine, Meredith Carter, John Hiatt, Brad Beaver and Rick McKinney; Sheriff Doug 
Carter; Council Attorney Jeanette Kassebaum; Director of Administration, Dan Stevens; 
Auditor Dawn Coverdale; Chief Deputy Auditor Robin Mills.  Councilor Carter reviewed the 
2011 budget instructions.  Chief Deputy Robin Mills reported that elected officials or 
department heads are being told that they can plead their cases at their budget hearing.  
Auditor Dawn Coverdale reported that all Hamilton County units have received the 
Hamilton County Council adoption schedule for the non-binding budget reviews as 
suggested by Department of Local Government Finance.  Westfield has requested they 
stay on the same adoption schedule as in previous years.   Auditor Coverdale resent the 
Hamilton County Council schedule and has not heard back from Westfield.  The non-
binding reviews have been scheduled on the third day of budget hearings in September. 
Sheriff Carter talked briefly regarding Carmel take over West Clay by 2011.  Hamilton 
County will stay as the primary responder in Home Place.  Sheriff Carter requested that 
Captain Chuck Murray be hired part time.  Captain Murray’s remaining funds will be moved 
to a part time line item and a job description will be done for this part time position.  Other 
Sheriff items will include hiring above minimum for position due to open positions.  
Councilor Carter discussed that our levy appeal will roughly be $600,000 for 2011.  Auditor 
Coverdale discussed certifying assessed values and appeals.  Councilor Schwartz asked 
about the request for another magistrate.  Auditor Coverdale stated that if this position is 
granted by the state it will free up $100,518 in County General.  Councilor Beaver reported 
that discussion was held at the AIC Conference regarding the non-binding 
recommendations by County Council’s on unit’s budgets is important and should be looked 
at.  Attorney Kassebaum reported that the statute regarding certain school referendums 
must be approved by County Councils to be placed on the ballot.  There was a consensus 
of the Council to drop the newly elected official to the bottom of the presidential rotation list 
beginning in 2011.  Auditor Coverdale handed out the first quarter of overtime and 
compensatory time as requested at the joint session.  Councilor Levine reported that the 
Spay Neuter Clinic will be asking for a loan to expand the Humane Society.  Work session 
was adjourned at 6:51:53. 
 
President Carter called to order the regular meeting of the Hamilton County Council at 
7:03:20 p.m.  Those in attendance were Councilors Rick McKinney, Steve Schwartz, Judy 
Levine, Meredith Carter, John Hiatt, and Brad Beaver.  A quorum was declared by Auditor 
Dawn Coverdale. 
 
Councilor Steve Schwaratz gave the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
7:04:21 Councilor Levine moved to approve the minutes of June 2, 2010. Councilor 
Schwartz seconded motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None  
 
COMMITTEE / OFFICER REPORT 7:04:32 
 
President:  None 
 
Vice President:  None  
  
Highway:  No Meeting  

 
Finance:  No Meeting  
 
Personnel:  No meeting 
 
Miscellaneous:  Councilor Hiatt reported the Hamilton County 4h begins July 14

th
 and there 

is a dinner and the queen pageant on Friday, July 9
th
.  

 
COMMISSIONER UPDATE 7:05:12 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 7:05:19 
 
TABLED BUSINESS 7:05:23 No Action 
 
NEW BUSINESS 7:05:30 



  
Councilor Hiatt moved to approve vendor claims.  Councilor Levine seconded motion.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 
EMPLOYEE VACANCIES 7:05:43 
  
Councilor Levine moved to approve Sheriff request to hire 101.037.000.1032 Sergeant 
POLE B $53,823 above minimum effective July 12, 2010; 101.037.000.1062 Deputy POLE 
A $40,882 at minimum effective July 12, 2010.  Councilor Hiatt seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Schwartz moved to approve Superior Court 6 request to hire 101.046.000.1002 
Baliff COMOT D at minimum $27,493 effective July 12, 2010; 101.046.000.1006 
Clerk/Criminal COMOT B at minimum $24,601 effective July 12, 2010.  Councilor Hiatt 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried 6-0. 
  
RESOLUTIONS JULY 7:16:45 None 
 
07:17:08 Councilor Levine moved to approve Resolution 07-07-10-01 “Question to be 
voted on by Westfield Washington Schools Voters concerning a Tax Levy for Operating 
Funds”.  Councilor McKinney seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-1.  Councilor 
Schwartz against.  
  
07:19:23 Councilor Levine moved to approve Resolution 07-07-10-02 “Resolution 
Concerning Proposed Legislation To Create A New Magistrate Position In Hamilton 
County, Indiana”.  Councilor Hiatt seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS 7:22:21 Councilor Carter opened public hearing 
concerning additional appropriations.  No public comments 
 
Councilor Beaver moved to approve Auditor Job Description Revisions 101.003.000.1005; 
1017; 1019 and 1027.  Councilor Hiatt seconded motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor McKinney moved to approve ISSD 144: 101.020.000.1004 Lead Network 
Administrator-Courthouse EXE A at $75,370; 101.020.000.1008 Network Administrator 
EXE A at $59,400; 101.020.000.1010 Network Administrator EXE A at $75,370; Lead 
Network Administrator-Corrections Complex EXE A at 68,238 and revised job titles and job 
descriptions for the above mentioned positions.  Councilor Levine seconded motion.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Schwartz moved to approve Jail additional appropriation 101.027.000.2005 Food 
and Lodging for $150,000 and 101.027.000.2020 Institutional for $15,000.  Councilor 
Levine seconded motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Hiatt moved to amend 144 County General Sheriff 101.037.000.1032 Sergeant 
POLE B at $53,823and Jail and Sheriff additional appropriation 101.027.000.1407 
Overtime at $10,000; 101.037.000.1407 Overtime at $30,000 and 101.037.000.2001 Office 
Supplies at $1,000.  Councilor Levine seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-1.  Councilor 
Beaver against.     
 
Councilor Levine moved to approve Superior Court 3 144: 101.041.000.1001 Adm 
Asst/Secretary/Scheduling/Budget COMOT F at 46,271; 101.041.000.1002 Criminal Case 
Flow Mgr/Legal Research Assistant PAT C at $50,000; 101.041.000.1003 Court 
Reporter/Payroll Clerk COMOT E at $41,510; revised job titles and job descriptions for the 
above mentioned positions and Superior Court 3 additional appropriation 
101.041.000.1001 Admin Asst/Secretary/Scheduling/Budget for $1,146 and 
101.041.000.1002 Criminal Case Flow Mgr/Legal Research Assistant for $1,578.  
Councilor Hiatt seconded motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Schwartz moved to approve Health Department additional appropriation 
105.000.000.1300 Part Time for $19,000 and 105.000.000.3005 Maintenance Contract for 
$7,000.  Councilor Beaver seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Schwartz moved to approve Parks Department additional appropriation 
106.000.000.3793 Property Taxes for $2,234.  Councilor Beaver seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 



Due to several questions Councilor McKinney moved to table Job Title/Job Descriptions 
Revisions for Parks Department 106.000.000.1003, 1005 and 1019.  Councilor Levine 
seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Beaver moved to approve E911 Fund additional appropriation 119.000.000.1407 
Overtime for $15,000.  Councilor Hiatt seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Hiatt moved to approve E911 Fund reduction for 119.000.000.2001 Office 
Supplies for $5,000 and 119.000.000.3604 Travel and Other for $10,000.  Councilor 
Levine seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Beaver moved to approve Wireless E911 Fund additional appropriation 
123.000.000.3603 Seminars/Training for $5,000 and 123.000.000.3604 Travel for $5,000.  
Councilor Schwartz seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Schwartz moved to approve 354 Park Non-reverting Fund additional 
appropriation 354.000.000.2004 Miscellaneous Non-reverting for $25,000.  Councilor 
McKinney seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor McKinney moved to approve 358 Jail Detention Fund additional appropriation 
358.000.000.3851 Supplemental for $165,000.  Councilor Levine seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 7:53:30  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 7:53:57 
 
SHERIFF COMMENTS 7:53:42 
 
Councilor McKinney move to place the following items on the agenda.  Councilor Levine 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Levine moved the following changes to be effective July 12, 2010 pay period. 
101.017.000.1040 Permission to Fill at minimum $33,606 
101.027.000.000.1016 K Benson $42,926 
101.027.000.1040 B Collier $38,400 
101.027.000.1056 M Bentley $35,881 
101.027.000.1067 J Stubblefield $38,029 
101.027.000.1077 Permission to Fill at minimum $33,606 
Councilor Beaver seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Beaver move to place the following items on the agenda.  Councilor Hiatt 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Hiatt moved to create line item 101.037.000.1301 PT Division Commander 
$34.4755 per hour.  Councilor Beaver seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Councilor Schwartz moved to allow the following changes: 101.027.000.1071 Permission 
to Fill at minimum $33,606; 101.037.000.1148 Permission to Fill at minimum $33,606.  
Councilor McKinney seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 
   
COUNCIL ATTORNEY COMMENTS 7:59:52 
 
AUDITOR’S COMMENTS 8:00:00  
 
Auditor Coverdale reported that Hamilton County has been working on the new tax billing 
system and everyone is very pleased with the system.   
 
Auditor Coverdale announced that Sheri Jobes, Deductions Department Head (31 year 
employee) will be retiring at year end.  In order to become more efficient we have decided 
to merge tax mapping and deductions.  Therefore, Auditor Coverdale announced that she 
will be bringing changes on our reorginaztion. 
 
8:01:36 Councilor Levine announced the upcoming AIC meeting in September. 
 
8:03:10 Councilor Carter adjourned meeting. 
 
Those present: 
Mark Bowen, HCSD     Dan Stevens, Director of Adm 



Chris Mertens, ISSD     Barry McNulty, Health Department 
Ollie Schierholz, Court Admin   Judge Hughes, Superior 3 
Judge Bardach, Superior 6    Jack  Hittle, Westfield Schools 
Lydia Hittle, Observer     Nick Verhoff, Westfield Schools 
    
 
 
                                                                                                                   
President  Auditor      
 
 
 


